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Surname: ROSS      
Name: JOHN              
Middle Name If Any: FREDERICK   
Gender: MALE                               
Date of Birth: DECEMBER 11, 1876 
Place of Birth: NEW YORK 
Date of Death: OCTOBER 25, 1943 
Place of Death: RICE COUNTY – NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA  
Place of Burial: GERMAN UNION CEMETERY – FOREST TOWNSHIP – RICE COUNTY – 
                            MINNESOTA      Plot Number: 37n 
 
Father: HENRY ROSS SR.   
Date of Birth: NOVEMBER 8, 1846 
Place of Birth: MECKLENBURG, GERMANY 
Date of Death: FEBRUARY 1, 1931 
Place of Death: FOREST TOWNSHIP – RICE COUNTY – MINNESOTA 
Place of Burial: GERMAN UNION CEMETERY – FOREST TOWNSHIP – RICE COUNTY – 
                            MINNESOTA      Plot Number: 37f 
 
Mother: WILHELMINE FRAM       Interred Name: ROSS  
Date of Birth: SEPTEMBER 24, 1845 
Place of Birth: MECKLENBURG, GERMANY 
Date of Death: JUNE 25, 1896 
Place of Death: RICE COUNTY – MINNESOTA  
Place of Burial: GERMAN UNION CEMETERY – FOREST TOWNSHIP – RICE COUNTY – 
                            MINNESOTA      Plot Number: 37h 
 
Marital Status: MARRIED     Date: MARCH 20, 1900 
     1. ANNA MARIE DODES born: OCTOBER 27, 1874 in MINNESOTA 
 
Children:  
     1. WILLIAM HENRY ROSS born: SEPTEMBER 24, 1900 in MINNESOTA 
     2. HENRY WILLIAM ROSS born: OCTOBER 22, 1902 in MINNESOTA                                                   
     3. AARON W. ROSS born: FEBRUARY 15, 1908 in MINNESOTA  
     4. LUELLA LOUISE ROSS born: JANUARY 22, 1916 in MINNESOTA 
     5. GEORGE F. ROSS born: MARCH 26, 1906 in MINNESOTA 
     6. JOHN W. ROSS JR. born: MARCH 7, 1913 in MINNESOTA 
 
 
NOTE: The Burial – Removal – Transit Permit shows the place of burial to be ST. JOHN’S 
UNION CEMETRY, which is the same as GERMAN UNION CEMETERY. St. John’s Church, 
before its demise, was located nearby and the cemetery was sometimes referred to as ST. 
JOHN’S CEMETERY. 
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OBITUARY 
 

Last Name: ROSS                                                                                      
First Name: JOHN 
Middle Name or Initial: FREDERICK 
News Paper: FARIBAULT DAILY NEWS – FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 
Date: NOVEMBER 3, 1943 
 

Funeral services were held for John Ross on Thursday afternoon, October 28 at 1:30 from the family 

home and at 2:00 p.m. from St. John's Lutheran church in Forest township with Rev. Walter Beltz 

officiating. Interment was made in Union cemetery. Six nephews were the pallbearers including Henry 

Weise, Daniel Weise, Paul Meinke, Henry Dodes, Clarence Dodes and Delmer Gusse. John 

Frederick Ross, son of Henry and Wilhelmina Fram Ross was born December 11, 1876 in Niagara 

county, N.Y., and came to this community when he was two years of age. He was confirmed on 

March 22, 1891 by the late Pastor H. Schultz. On March 20, 1900 he was united in marriage to Anna 

Dodes. To this marriage was born six children, five sons and one daughter. He is survived by his wife 

and three sons, William, Henry and Aaron, and his daughter, Luella, Mrs. Ebert Halvorson. Two sons, 

George and John, have preceded their father in death. Mr. Ross died on Monday, October 25 at the 

Northfield hospital following an illness which has extended over several months. Mr. Ross held many 

church and civic offices during his long residence in Forest township. He served as church elder at St. 

John's congregation. He served as town clerk for six years; assessor for 18 years and supervisor for 

15 years. He was an ardent supporter of farmer cooperation and of the Forest creamery, where he 

was a member of the board of directors for many years. Many friends from the local community and 

far away attended the funeral services. 
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BOOK - RICE COUNTY FAMILIES. PUB. 1981       John Frederick Ross Family.  Henry and 

Wilhelmina (Fram) Ross arrived in Niagara County, New York, from Hamburg, Germany.  Their first 

son, John, was born in new York, December 11, 1876.  Less than 2 years later Henry, Wilhelmine, 

baby John and Gottlieb Fram (Wilhelmine’s father) moved to Forest Township, Rice County, 

MN.  Five more children were born after they arrived in Forest Township.  John married Anna Dodes 

on March 20, 1900.  His sisters were Mary who married Fred Dodes; Emma married Ferdinand 

Dodes; Henrietta married William Gusse.  His brothers, Joseph and Henry, passed away as 

children.  Mary, Emma and Henrietta, with their husbands, farmed in the Webster area of Rice 

County.  John and his wife, Anna, remained on the home place with John’s father.  John’s mother 

passed away in 1895 and his father, Henry, on February 1, 1931, at the age of 84.  John and Anna 

had 6 children.  William married Bernice Olesen of Hazelwood, May 7, 1929; Henry married Lillian 

Nelsen of Farmington, June 4, 1930; Aaron married Emma Schmidtke of the North Morristown area 

on June 4, 1931; and the youngest, Luella, married Ebert Halvorson of Forest Township on 

November 4, 1936.  George, the 3rd son, passed away at age 19 in 1925 and John Jr., the 5th son, 

passed away at age 13 in 1927.  John Sr. passed away October 25, 1943, and Anna, January 31, 

1952.  The 3 sons lived on and farmed adjacent farms.  William and Bernice had 3 sons--Roger, 

Robert and Allen, all who farm in Forest Township.  Henry and Lillian had 2 boys, Donald and Lloyd, 

both still farming in Forest Township.  Lillian passed away in 1966, Henry in 1977.  Aaron and Emma 

had 5 children:  Lorraine Nelson, now Rice County Auditor in Faribault; Maynard, farming in Forest 

Township; Harold, a pastor presently of Elgin, IL; Lyle a farmer and farm dealer living in Forest 

Township and Dorothy Britz, a business teacher in Burnsville.  Aaron passed away in 1971.  Luella 

and Ebert Halvorson farmed for many years in Forest Township and now reside in Faribault.  The 

home farm in section 18 of Forest Township where Henry and Wilhelmine first settled in 1878 is now 

owned and operated by Allen Ross, William’s youngest son--the 4th generation of Ross ownership, 

now over 100 years.  William and Bernice Ross (John’s oldest son) had farmed the home place and 

they still reside in the original home.  Allen and his wife (Kathleen Lagerstrom) built their home on the 

same 80-acre tract.  Their family is the 5th generation to occupy the farm. 
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